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CASE STUDIES Here are real-world examples of emerging artists who have built
successful careers — and what they actually did to get there.

What they did, how they got . : e
N These stories sho.m_r different paths to artistic
recognition and success.




CASE STUDY 1 — SUNGI MLENGEYA (PAINTER)
SELF-TAUGHT CONTEMPORARY PAINTER FROM TANZANIA
KNOWN FOR MINIMALIST FIGURATIVE WORK.
WHAT SHE DID
¢ PRACTICED CONSISTENTLY AND DEVELOPED A
RECOGNIZABLE VISUAL STYLE.
e SOLD EARLY WORK LOCALLY TO BUILD CONFIDENCE AND
PROOF OF DEMAND.
¢ TRAVELED REGIONALLY TO MEET GALLERIES AND ARTISTS.
¢ PARTICIPATED IN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS AND ART
FAIRS.
HOW SHE GOT NOTICED & SUCCESSFUL:
e SHE WAS SELF-TAUGHT, LEARNING THROUGH PRACTICE
AND ONLINE TECHNIQUES.
¢ SOLD HER FIRST PIECE LOCALLY IN ARUSHA, TANZANIA,
GAINING EARLY BUYER INTEREST.
¢ TRAVELED THROUGHOUT EAST AFRICA TO CONNECT

WITH GALLERIES AND ARTISTS, EXPANDING HER NETWORK.

e EXHIBITED AT MAJOR ART FAIRS AND GALLERIES,
INCLUDING ABROAD (SOUTH AFRICA, LONDON, VIENNA).
RESULTS
¢ GLOBAL GALLERY REPRESENTATION
¢ INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS
¢ GROWING COLLECTOR BASE
LESSONS FOR EMERGING ARTISTS
¢ STRONG STYLE IDENTITY BUILDS RECOGNITION.
e LOCAL SUCCESS CAN LEAD TO INTERNATIONAL
OPPORTUNITY.
 IN-PERSON NETWORKING STILL MATTERS VIENNA).
TAKEAWAY: PERSISTENCE, LIVE EXHIBITION PARTICIPATION,
AND NETWORKING ACROSS REGIONS PROPELLED HER
CAREER INTERNATIONALLY.

CASE STUDY 3 — ANTHONY AZEKWOH (DIGITAL ARTIST)
SELF-TAUGHT DIGITAL ARTIST FROM NIGERIA BLENDING
CULTURE AND CONTEMPORARY STORYTELLING.

WHAT HE DID

e BUILT STRONG DIGITAL PORTFOLIO.

e CREATED VIRAL ARTWORK THAT EXPANDED VISIBILITY.

e COLLABORATED WITH BRANDS AND MUSICIANS.

e PARTICIPATED IN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS.

STEPS TO SUCCESS:
e SELF-TAUGHT DIGITAL ART SKILLS AND DEVELOPED A
UNIQUE VISUAL LANGUAGE.

e CREATED A VIRAL ARTWORK (“THE RED MAN”) THAT SOLD
FOR A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT, BOOSTING VISIBILITY.

e COLLABORATED WITH INTERNATIONAL BRANDS AND
MUSIC ARTISTS, EXPANDING HIS AUDIENCE BEYOND
TRADITIONAL ART SPACES.

e EXHIBITED IN SOLO AND GROUP SHOWS IN LAGOS,
LONDON, AND NEW YORK.

e USED SUCCESS TO SUPPORT EMERGING ARTISTS
THROUGH GRANTS AND PRIZES.

RESULTS

e GLOBAL AUDIENCE REACH

e BRAND PARTNERSHIPS

e INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS
LESSONS FOR EMERGING ARTISTS

e ONLINE PLATFORMS CAN CREATE REAL-WORLD
OPPORTUNITY.

e COLLABORATION EXPANDS REACH.

e DIGITAL ART CAREERS REQUIRE BUSINESS STRATEGY.
TAKEAWAY: BOLD, DISTINCTIVE WORK + STRATEGIC
COLLABORATIONS + VIRAL ONLINE PRESENCE CAN BUILD A
GLOBAL PROFILE.

CASE STUDY 2 — SASHA GORDON (FIGURATIVE PAINTER)
FINE ART GRADUATE WHOSE WORK GAINED RAPID
INSTITUTIONAL ATTENTION.

WHAT SHE DID

e PARTICIPATED IN CURATED GROUP SHOWS EARLY.

e BUILT STRONG CRITICAL AND CURATORIAL
RELATIONSHIPS.

o MAINTAINED CONSISTENT STUDIO PRODUCTION.

e LEVERAGED GALLERY REPRESENTATION.

HOW SHE ROSE TO SUCCESS:

e WHILE STILL A STUDENT AT RISD, HER WORK WAS
INCLUDED IN A LA GALLERY GROUP SHOW, OPENING
OPPORTUNITIES.

e QUICKLY EARNED HER FIRST SOLO SHOW AND POSITIVE
CRITICAL REVIEWS.

¢ MUSEUMS ACQUIRED AND INCLUDED HER WORK IN HIGH-
PROFILE EXHIBITIONS, BUILDING LEGITIMACY.

e JOINED THE ROSTER OF DAVID ZWIRNER GALLERY, ONE OF
THE TOP CONTEMPORARY GALLERIES GLOBALLY.

RESULTS

e MUSEUM EXHIBITIONS

e MAJOR GALLERY REPRESENTATION

¢ HIGH-PROFILE SOLO EXHIBITIONS

LESSONS FOR EMERGING ARTISTS

e EARLY CURATED EXPOSURE ACCELERATES CREDIBILITY.

e PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATION MATTERS.

e INSTITUTIONAL RELATIONSHIPS BUILD LONG-TERM
CAREERS.

TAKEAWAY: EARLY EXPOSURE VIA GALLERIES + CRITICAL
ATTENTION + INSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION CAN
SIGNIFICANTLY ACCELERATE AN EMERGING ARTIST'S CAREER.

CASE STUDY 4 — EMERGING ARTISTS THROUGH
AWARDS & GRANTS
ARTISTS WHO GAINED MOMENTUM THROUGH COMPETITIVE
ARTS AWARDS AND GRANTS.
WHAT THEY DID

e APPLIED CONSISTENTLY TO OPPORTUNITIES.

e CREATED CULTURALLY RELEVANT WORK.

e PREPARED PROFESSIONAL APPLICATIONS.
WHAT HELPED THEM SUCCEED:

e AWARDS PROVIDED FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND VISIBILITY.

e WINNERS FOCUSED ON AUTHENTIC, CULTURALLY ROOTED

WORK THAT RESONATED WITH JURORS AND AUDIENCES.

RESULTS

e FINANCIAL SUPPORT

e MEDIA EXPOSURE

e INSTITUTIONAL CREDIBILITY
LESSONS FOR EMERGING ARTISTS

e APPLY EVEN IF YOU FEEL "NOT READY."

e AWARDS PROVIDE LEVERAGE

e VISIBILITY CREATES OPPORTUNITY
TAKEAWAY: COMPETITIONS AND AWARDS CAN BE
SIGNIFICANT MILESTONES EARLY IN AN ARTIST'S CAREER —
ESPECIALLY WHEN TIED TO VISIBILITY AND FINANCIAL
BACKING.

FINAL MESSAGE TO ARTISTS

SUCCESS IS BUILT STEP BY STEP. NOT OVERNIGHT. NOT BY
ACCIDENT.

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY IS TO:

CREATE CONSISTENTLY

SHOW UP PROFESSIONALLY

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS

HONOR YOUR GIFT.

PEOPLE ART & COMPANY EXISTS TO WALK THIS JOURNEY WITH YOU.



